
 
JPA’s Connect 2 Kids: Virtual Summer Institute  Series 

July 16
th

, 23
rd

, 30
th

, and August 6
th

  

 
Join us for a free series of interactive virtual workshops for educators, led by licensed mental health 
professionals from the Juvenile Protective Association (JPA), a social impact agency with expertise in 
providing school-based mental health and SEL programming in Chicago’s South and West side 
communities. In collaboration with Northwestern University’s School of Education and Social Policy, 
this series of workshops will help educators deepen their knowledge about the intersection of mental 
health and education, including the impact of trauma and toxic stress on teaching and learning. Each 
workshop will also focus on the important role educators can play in supporting the mental health of 
students following the COVID 19 pandemic and remote learning, and responding to the impact of racial 
and socioeconomic injustice on the mental health of students of color.    
 
The series of four 2-hour interactive virtual workshops can be taken as a full series or individually. 
Attendees will interact with facilitators and engage in discussion with one another, share their experiences 
and ideas, and think critically about how they can transform knowledge into practice and bring lessons 
learned back to colleagues and administrators. Educators licensed in Illinois will be eligible to receive 
CPDUs for every hour of attendance. See full bios below for all workshop facilitators.   
 
* Spaces limited & advanced Registration required. Registration for each workshop will close one week 

prior to the workshop* 
 

July 16
th 

1-3pm :The Science of SEL and Trauma Informed Practice  
* Facilitated by Timothy Dohrer, Ph.D. and Tom Golebiewski, LCSW, PhD 

 In this workshop, we will unpack the mind, body, and brain connection that is essential to academic, 
social, and emotional learning. We will explore foundational concepts such as brain research, the 
stress response, the window of tolerance, and resilience.  

 Participants will walk away with resources and tools for their work with students and families. 
Register here for July 16th Workshop by July 8

th
  

 

July 23
rd 

1-3pm Harnessing The Power of the Student-Teacher Relationship 
*Facilitated by Katie Gleason, MS, LCSW and Rameya Shanmugavelayutham, LCSW  

 We will identify the core components of a healthy & strong student teacher relationship and discuss 
how relationships contribute to effective classroom environments and student learning.  

 Participants will learn approaches for building relationships with students who exhibit the most 
challenging behaviors. 

 Participants will connect the information learned to the context of teaching in communities impacted 
by racial and socio-economic inequities, and will also understand how a focus on relationships 
building is essential to plans to address the impact of the COVID-19 public health crisis on students.  

Register here for July 23rd Workshop by July16th 

 

July 30
th

 1-3pm: How Who You Are Impacts How You Teach 
*Facilitated by Katie Gleason MS, LCSW, Rameya Shanmugavelayutham, LCSW,  

and Erin Vanden Brook, MS, LCSW  
• In this workshop, we will explore how educator identity and experiences impact approaches to 
instruction and interactions with students.  
• Participants will gain tools for engaging in reflective practice.  
• Participants will connect the information learned to context of teaching in communities impacted by 
racial and socio-economic inequities and the context of school re-openings and plans to address the 
impact of the COVID-19 public health crisis on students.  

Register here for July 30th Workshop by July 23
rd

  

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_eq2oFyO-TkCRNnn7oPVKWw
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_5iLXQ1n5RESNnR5RubE57A
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_lnMX-zDiToC6urWfkhD_xA


 
 

August 6
th

 1-3pm Supporting the Social and Emotional Well-Being of Students of Color 
*Facilitated by Francesca Cole Barnes, LCPC and Erin Vanden Brook, MS, LCSW 

• In this workshop, we will discuss how systemic racism impacts the mental health of students of color.  
• Participants will learn about how implicit bias can impact interactions with students, and identify ways 
that educators can support a positive and healthy self-concept of students of color.  
• Participants will connect the information learned to the context of school re-openings and plans to 
address the impact of the COVID-19 public health crisis and social inequities that disproportionately 
impact students of color. 

Register here for August 6th Workshop by July 30
th

  
  
 
Register with each link above. Contact kgleason@jpachicago.org with any questions.  
 

Workshop Facilitators: 
 

Dr. Timothy A. Dohrer 
 
Dr. Timothy Dohrer is the Director of the Master of Science in Education program and 
Assistant Professor in the School of Education and Social Policy at Northwestern 
University, which prepares elementary, middle school, and high school teachers, as 
well as teacher leaders. He worked for 23 years as a teacher, teacher-leader, and 

Principal at New Trier High School in Winnetka, Illinois. He has served on a variety of boards and 
regularly consults with schools in and around Chicago and Illinois. Dr. Dohrer’s major areas of research 
include social & emotional learning, school climate, curriculum theory, teacher education, and leadership. 
Dr. Dohrer has B.A.’s in English and Journalism from Indiana University, an M.A. in English from 
Northwestern University, and a Ph.D. in Curriculum and Instruction from Pennsylvania State University. 
Contact information: tdohrer@northwestern.edu 

 

 

 

Dr. Thomas Golebiewski 
 
Dr. Thomas Golebiewski is a Licensed Clinical Social Worker. Having worked in 
schools for over 43 years, he spent 26 years as Department Chair of Social Work 
at New Trier High School. He has been an adjunct Professor at the University of 
Chicago, School of Social Service Administration, and is currently teaching at 
Northwestern University, School of Education and Social Policy and Loyola 
University, School of Social Work. He is in private practice in Psychotherapy, 
Counseling and Consultation in Wilmette, Il. and currently is a Consultant at 
Wolcott School, an Independent School in Chicago. He is a frequent presenter on 
Mental Health Issues in Schools for the Illinois Principal Association. He is a 

Lake County, Court Approved Domestic Violence Evaluator and Treatment Provider. He volunteers for 
the American Red Cross as a Disaster Mental Health Responder, is a member of several Professional 
Advisory Committees that include Erika’s Lighthouse, the Naomi Ruth Cohen Institute and the Mental 
Health Association of the North Shore. He is an Associate of the A.K. RICE Institute, a graduate of the 
year long Mindful Schools, Teacher Training Program and a Certified Teacher in Cultivating Emotional 
Balance. Dr. Golebiewski received his BA and MSW from Loyola University, Chicago and PhD in 
Clinical Social Work from The Institute for Clinical Social Work, Chicago, Il. Contact information: 
email: tomgolebiewski@outlook.com and cell: 847-347-4798. 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_PFi4jyFlRLiw8z6MxverJA
mailto:kgleason@jpachicago.org
mailto:tdohrer@northwestern.edu
mailto:tomgolebiewski@outlook.com


 
 

Francesca Cole-Barnes, LCPC 
 
Francesca is a Licensed Certified Professional Counselor and has worked in the 
counseling field for nearly eight years, the last four at JPA. She’s provided 
therapeutic services to Chicago Public Schools on the south and west sides of 
Chicago, offering counseling services to elementary through high school students 
and families from a variety of socioeconomic statuses. Francesca also provides 
expert consultation services to parents and educators through JPA’s Connect 2 
Kids programming.  
 

Trained in Child-Parent Psychotherapy (CPP), Francesca helps guide teachers, parents and children 
towards deeper, more connected relationships. In addition to working in schools, she has extensive 
experience providing counseling services to individuals and couples. Attending early on to the social-
emotional needs of children is critical and Francesca educates parents, caregivers, teachers, and school 
administrators about the importance of early therapeutic intervention. Francesca’s faith also guides her in 
her clinical practice. 
 
Francesca has a MA in Arts, with a concentration in Clinical Mental Health Counseling. Her specialties 
are child-parent psychotherapy, parenting, and trauma-informed therapy and consultation for teachers. 
She is a member of the Illinois Counseling Association.     
 

 

Katie Gleason, MS, LCSW 
 
Katie is a Licensed Clinical Social Worker (LCSW) who has been with JPA since 
2012. She is dedicated to initiatives that provide children’s mental health services 
in various Chicago communities and settings, including early childhood programs 
and schools. While at JPA, she has been a therapist providing both school-based 
and home-based therapy to children and parents. She now serves as the Director of 
and Mental Health Consultant with JPA’s Connect 2 Kids (C2K), a program 
partnering with schools to provide expert mental health consultation, training, and 

support to educators. Katie has overseen the development and growth of C2K, supporting its expansion 
from a pilot program focusing on Kindergarten, to a program that now serves educators in elementary 
school grades. 
 
As an LCSW with a Master's degree in child development, Katie contributes a mental health and 
developmental lens that is critical for schools and any program serving children and families. Katie 
prioritizes building strong relationships with agency partners, educators, clients, and those she supervises. 
Her practice rests on knowledge of child development, is trauma-informed, and influenced by 
psychodynamic and other relational theories. Katie seeks to understand, support, and empower families 
and educators affected by community violence, poverty, social injustice, and systemic inequities. 
 
Katie received her MS in Child Development from the Erikson Institute, and MSW from Loyola 
University Chicago. Her specialty areas are early childhood, adolescence, trauma, and the intersection of 
mental health and education. She belongs to the National Association of Social Workers. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
   

Rameya Shanmugavelayutham, LCSW 
 
Rameya (pronounced rum-ya) Shanmugavelayutham is a Licensed Clinical Social 
Worker (LCSW) and Mental Health Consultant with JPA’s Connect 2 Kids 
program. Rameya was born and raised in Chicagoland but would say that she 
“grew -up” the most in the five years she spent learning and teaching in Detroit. 
She received a Bachelor’s Degree from Loyola University Chicago in Spanish 
Language and Literature and a second Bachelor’s Degree in International Studies. 
She holds a Master’s Degree in Social Work from the University of Michigan in 

Ann Arbor and an Infant Mental Health Certificate from the Erikson Institute. 
 
Rameya started her professional career as a teacher in the Detroit public school system but after a few 
years teaching she realized that she needed to learn more about how to meet the complex social emotional 
needs of the kids in her classrooms in order to facilitate the most profound and enduring learning.  
  
Rameya believes that all humans need and deserve care, compassion, community and empathy.  She 
believes that all humans learn best when they are seen as whole-beings and she believes that no human 
cares what you know until they know that you care. She feels strongly that educating the next generation 
is our collective responsibility and she is passionate about doing her share to invest in a kinder, wiser, 
more equitable future. 
 
In her role she seeks to support students and teachers in creating a classroom environment that meets the 
needs of each of its members (teachers and students alike). She strives to create collaborative partnerships 
with educators that are built on truly understanding their unique strengths, experiences and philosophies 
about learning. In her free time she recharges by dancing, hiking, studying language and watching bad 
reality television. 
 
 

Erin Vanden Brook, MS, LCSW 
 
Erin is a Licensed Clinical Social who has been with JPA since 2014. At JPA, 
she is the Director of 9thGear, JPA’s social-emotional program supporting 
middle school students and teachers through the unique challenges of 
transitioning to high school. As a Mental Health Consultant in JPA’s C2K 
program, she provides consultation and training to educators and administrators 
at multiple schools throughout Chicago. Additionally, she is a member of JPA’s 
New Light group practice providing psychotherapy to children, adolescents, 
adults, and families. Previously, she worked as a staff therapist providing 

individual, small group and classroom group therapy for elementary students at KIPP Ascend Primary 
Charter School. 
 
Erin previously studied at the University of Seville in Spain and earned her BA at the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison in Women's Studies and Spanish. After graduating, she returned to Spain as an 
assistant English teacher in a high school. Prior to joining the clinical team at JPA, she worked as a 
bilingual child, adolescent, and adult psychotherapist at a community mental health center in Chicago.  
 
Erin earned her MSW at Loyola University Chicago. Her specialties are child and adolescent 
development, trauma, women's issues, parenting and caregiver support, and play therapy. She is a 
member of the National Association of Social Workers (NASW). 


